
 

Continuing Education Lectures  

 

Thursday 

PSI CHI: DISTINGUISHED LECTURE      1:30 – 2:20 pm 

Grand Ballroom 3 
 

Technology, Psychology and Religion: From Surveys to Attachments and God 
 

Michael Nielson, Georgia Southern University 
 

Description in program 
 

 
 
 

PSI CHI:  INVITED SPEAKER  
2:30 – 3:20 pm 

Grand Ballroom 3 
 

Navigating the Psychological Nexus: The Role of Forensic Psychology 
 

Susan Knight, Applied Psychological Services, LLC 

 
Description in program 
 

 

APA DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIST LECTURE 
4:00 – 4:50 pm 

Grand Ballroom 3 
 

Under Threat of Attack: A Story of Trauma, Resilience, and Political Reactivity 

Stevan Hobfoll, Rush Medical College 
 

 

In the face of terrorism, rocket attacks and war, people react with a range of emotions from 

deeply experienced distress to an amazing level of resilience.  At the same time, the politics of 

fear can be seen as producing a shift to a more right wing, militant stance, especially in those 

who begin with a more right wing approach to politics.  The study of stress and trauma has 

focused on pathological responses, and seldom examined either resilience or political reactivity, 

despite politics being one way we cope with threat.  We examine terrorist attacks and other 

mass casualty circumstances around the world in light of how to better define resilience, 

resistance, and recovery, as well as how threat and loss is impacting our political selves. In so 

doing the epidemiology of resilience, how it might be defined, and how it should be explored in 

future research is explored.  This work is critical for broadening our theoretical understanding of 

people’s responding to trauma, key to public health intervention, and carries enormous potential 



for building a Psychology of Human Strength in the face of adversity that has been absent in 

trauma studies. Our work on the consequences of terrorism, mass conflict and war from the 

World Trade Center attacks, Israel and Palestine will be presented.  This more complex 

understanding of impact, resilience, and resistance suggests important roles for individual 

differences in vulnerability and resiliency-related characteristics,  as well as the influence of key 

situational differences in levels of exposure, the chronicity of exposure, and environmental 

contingencies. 

At the end of this session, participants will be able to: 

1) Describe key aspects of psychological distress that follow terrorism and war exposure 

2) Identify different resiliency trajectories that follow exposure to terrorism and war 

3) Identify common political impacts of exposure to terrorism and war 

 

SEPA PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
5:00 – 5:50 pm 

Grand Ballroom 3 
The Psychology of Story and the Stories of Psychology 

Karen Brakke, Spelman College 

 
We all love a good story.  Story and narrative have served as powerful tools of cultural transmission and 

individual reflection throughout the centuries.  These tools have been regularly incorporated into clinical 

settings but often have been overlooked by psychological scientists as being anecdotal and difficult to 

quantify.  Several recent developments, however, have converged to bring renewed attention to story and 

narrative in research and teaching contexts.  This presentation will begin with a discussion of the role that 

story has played in human culture and development. It will then present an overview of the science 

underlying effective storytelling and examples of contemporary uses (and misuses) of story and narrative 

in psychology teaching, research, and practice.  

At the end of the presentation the participants will be able to: 

1.  Discuss the role of story in human culture and development. 

2. Summarize the research underlying effective use of story and narrative in personal and 

professional contexts. 

3.   Identify examples of story and narrative use in psychology teaching, research, and practice. 

4.   Apply appropriate use of story and narrative within one’s own professional context 
 

 

 

 



 

Friday 

INVITED SPEAKER 
11:30 – 12:20 pm 

Grand Ballroom 3  
Seigel-Wallston Address 

 
Cirleen DeBlaere, Georgia State University 

 
Description in program 

 
 

 
CEPO/SEPA INVITED ADDRESS  

1:30 – 2:20 pm 
Grand Ballroom 3 

 
Luis M. Rivera, Rutgers University 

 
Individuals who commit a crime often struggle with disclosing about their criminal past, in part because 
they wish to avoid being stigmatized and/or to distance themselves from their past.  The present research 
challenges these strategies.  We demonstrate that criminal pasts can translate into nonconscious 
associations between criminal and self, what we refer to as an implicit criminal identity, which can in turn 
shape future criminal behavior and poor mental health.  Moreover, if a criminal identity operates largely 
implicitly, then what are the implications for improving the criminal justice system, especially for those who 
are disproportionately targeted such as African-Americans and Hispanics.  Finally, how might 
understanding the nonconscious criminal mind inform interventions that seek to help ex-offenders re-
enter society and achieve optimal re-integration.   
 
Objectives: At the conclusion of the program, participants will be able to:  

1. Define implicit criminal identity 
2. Identify the theoretical approaches used in understanding the development of an implicit criminal 

identity  
3. Describe research findings on the role of an implicit criminal identity in criminal behavior  
4. Identify moderators of the implicit criminal identity processes underlying poor mental health 
5. Discuss the implications of implicit criminal cognition research for criminal justice system 

practices and policies in the United States and beyond 
 
 

INVITED SPEAKER 
4:00 – 4:50 pm 

Grand Ball Room 3 

Rosecrans I 
 

Monica Baskin, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
 

Description in program  

 
 
 



INVITEDSPEAKER 
5:00 pm – 5:50 pm 

Grand Ball Room 3 

Rosecrans II 
 

Antonio E. Puente, University of North Carolina – Wilmington 
President American Psychological Association 

 
Description in program 

 
 

 

Saturday 
 

 

1. INVITED SPEAKER: Society for the Teaching Psychology  
 

10:30 – 11:20 am 
Grand Ballroom 3 

Risky Research:  Why Discussions about Ethics in Psychology Should Address Research 

Assistant Risks 

Karen Naufel, Georgia Southern University 

Discussions about ethics in research are an important aspect of the psychology curriculum.  However, 

such discussions often neglect the extent that research assistants (RAs) can experience harm when 

implementing their duties.  RAs—especially student RAs--can experience significant physical, 

psychological, and social risks when implementing their responsibilities. Faculty members and research 

supervisors are largely unaware that such risks exist, and national ethical guidelines do not require that 

these risks be addressed. Dr. Naufel will describe these risks, methods for reducing such risks, and the 

consequences when these risks are not addressed. She will discuss how knowing about risks can 

improve the quality of research and the understanding of the research process.  Finally, she will also 

address why information regarding these risks should be incorporated into the psychology curriculum.  

Participants, at the end of this activity, will be able to:  

1) Identify risks that RAs experience  
2)     Identify ways to curb potential risks to RAs and handle risks should they occur  
3)     Recognize how addressing RA risks can improve research quality  
4)     Generate methods for incorporating lessons pertaining to RA ethics in the classroom, research 

programs, and curriculum  

 

 
    

 


